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PIONEERS OF LOS ANQELES COUNTY. 



HISTORICAL SKETCH OP THE ORGANIZATION. 



BY J. M. GUINN. 

Although the first discovery of gold was made within the present 
limits of Los Angeles county, and the first miners' rush thatj ever 
took place on the Pacific Coast was to the gold placers of the Sierra 
Madre foothills, yet but very few of the Argonauts located in Los 
Angeles. The emigration to California by the southern routes across 
the plains brought thousands of gold-seekers into Los Angeles. 
Their stay here was brief; they hurried on to the gold fields of 
Northern California. Los Angeles was contemptuously spoken of as 
a cow county. Her genial climate and fertile soil had no attractions 
for men who were not looking for climate and who had no use for 
any soil not mixed with gold dust. 

From these causes pioneers of the early American era have 
never been a numerous class in Los Angeles. Noi attempt seems to 
have been made in early days to form a Society of Pioneers similar 
to the societies formed in San Francisco, Sacramento, Stockton, San 
Jose" and other cities and towns of Northern and Central California. 

About ten years ago an organization was effected of persons who 
came to California previous to its admission as a State. Hon. B. S. 
Eaton was the president and Francis Baker, secretary. The mem- 
bership was small, and the society after a brief existence dissolved. 
There were not enough pioneers of the class entitled by its, rules to 
membership to support a society. 

For several years past the question of forming a Pioneer So- 
ciety or an Old Settlers' Association has been discussed by old- 
timers, but no definite action was taken toward forming such an or- 
ganization until the 2d of August, 1897, when in response to an edi- 
torial in the Daily Herald and an invitation sent toi some of the old 
residents, a meeting was held on the afternoon of the above date in 
the business office of the Herald (then located on Third street, in the 
Bradbury Block,) to take the preliminary steps toward forming a 
Pioneer society. There were present J. M. Griffith, A. L. Both, H. 
H. S. Orme, M. Teed, J. M. Elliott, J. W. Gillette, J. M. Guinn, H. 
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W. O'Melveny and W. A. Spalding. J. M. Griffith acted as presi- 
dent and W. A. Spalding as secretary. The sentiment of the meet- 
ing was in favor of a large organization. No definite date of ar- 
rival in the county was fixed upon as a requisite for membership. A 
committee to formulate a plan of organization was appointed. The 
members of the committee were H. D. Barrows, J. W. Gillette, J. 
M. Guinn, Dr. H. S. Orme, Dr. J. S. Griffin, Harris Newmark, Henry 
W. O'Melveny and B. S. Eaton. The president of the meeting J. M. 
Griffith, was made a member of the committee. The meeting then 
adjourned. 

August 5, 1897, in response to an invitation from Henry W. 
O'Melveny, Esq., the Committee on Organization met in the rooms 
of the California Club, Wilcox Block; present of the committee, J. 
M. Griffith B. S. Eaton, H. D. Barrows, J. W. Gillette, H. W. O'Mel- 
veny, J. M. Guinn and H. S. Orme. 

On motion of J. M. Guinn, Judge B. S. Eaton was elected chair- 
man. On motion of Dr. H. S. Orme, J. M. Guinn was chosen secre- 
tary. On motion of J. W. Gillette, "The Society of Pioneers of Los 
Angeles County" was selected as the name of the organization. H. 
W. O'Melveny moved that persons arriving in the county of Los An- 
geles on or before December 31, 1870, be considered eligible to mem- 
bership. The motion was seconded, and after considerable discus- 
sion, carried. 

On motion, B. S. Eaton, H. D. Barrows and J. M. Guinn were 
appointed a sub-committee to draft a constitution and by-laws and 
submit the same for the! approval of the general committee at a 
meeting to be held August 10. J. M. Griffith invited the committee 
and reporters of the daily papers present to join him in a dinner at 
the club rooms on the evening of the 10th. Adjourned. 

August 10, the committee met in the club rooms, and after par- 
taking of a sumptuous dinner given by Hon. J. M. Griffith proceeded 
to business. Present of the committee: J. M. Griffith, B. S. Eaton, 
J. W. Gillette, H. D. Barrows, J. M. Guinn and H. S. Orme. 

The sub-committee appointed at the previous meeting submitted 
a draft of a constitution and by-laws. The committee recomended 
for the name of the organization, "Pioneers of Los Angeles County," 
and that the time of residence in the county to render a person eligi- 
ble to membership be fixed at twenty-five years. It was argued that 
by adopting a movable date for eligibility to membership the society 
would continue to grow, whereas if a fixed date was adopted the so- 
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ciety would begin to decline as soon as all eligible had been enrolled. 
The constitution and by-laws, after a few changes, were adopted by 
the full committee. It was decided to call a meeting of persons eligi- 
ble to membership under the clause of the constitution just adopted 
to assemble in the hall of the Chamber of Commerce, September 4, 
1897, at 8 p.m., for the purpose of adopting a constitution and by- 
laws, electing officers and otherwise completing the organization. 

At the meeting of September 4, twenty-four persons were pres- 
ent, and signed the roll and paid the annual fee. The constitution 
and by-laws prepared by the Committee on Organization were sub- 
mitted, and, after a few changes, adopted. The following-named 
persons were chosen a Board of Directors: Louis Boeder, W. H. 
Workman, H. D. Barrows, J. M. Griffith, B. S. Eaton, H. W. O'Mel- 
veny and J. M. Guinn. The directors then proceeded to elect the 
officers of the society from their number. B. S. Eaton was chosen 
president, J. M. Griffith, first vice-president; W. H. Workman, second 
vice-president; J. M. Guinn, secretary, and Louis Boeder, treasurer. 
At the meeting of October 4, ninety-six applications were received. 
It was decided to keep the roll of charter members open to and in- 
cluding the first meeting in January, 1898. When the charter, or 
founders' roll, closed on January 4, 1898, 180 members had been en- 
rolled in the organization. 



